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THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

Eighty years ago Hildie was fourteen years old and worked 
in the circus.  Along with her family she traveled Russia and 
other countries along with their native Germany entertaining 
as only circus performers can do.  Hildie was a juggler and a 
tightrope walker. òNot that far off the ground,ó  she assured 
me. 
 

A year ago Hildie resided at the Norseland Nursing Home 
near Westby.  Not long before Christmas I celebrated Mass 
with her and the other residents.  After Mass we were enjoying 
coffee and conversation when the mail arrived.  Hildie was 
presented with a large package sent to her by dear friends 
living in Florida.  After unwrapping the brown shipping paper 
she discovered two neatly wrapped gifts accompanied by two 
sealed envelopes.  Before we could encourage her to open the 
gifts she had picked up the two envelopes, softly raised them 
to her lips and kissed them.  As she unwrapped each gift she 
again tenderly kissed the envelopes. 
 

At every Mass the priest is to kiss the altar which is a sign of 
Christõs presence.  And after proclaiming the Gospel he or the 
deacon is to kiss the Gospel book.  That morning I wished that 
I would kiss the altar and Gospel with something like the love 
Hildie showed kissing those envelopes. 
 

Somewhere in Florida there are people who love Hildie.  I  
have to believe they know how much they are loved by her.  
I know for certain there is a priest in Holmen who is inspired 
and challenged by that love. 
 

May the Lord be with you always. 
 

Father John Parr 
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FOR YOUR MARRIAGE  

What is a unique endearing quality of your beloved? Have you 
told your spouse? No harm in saying it again. Do it today. 

For daily marriage tips visit: www.ForYourMarriage.org 

DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 

2011-12 Summary Information  
 Total Pledged:   $37,045 
 Target:   $62,582 
 Under Target:             ($25,537) 

Please pray for the success of the Diocesan Annual Appeal. 

Bishop Callahan has once again asked the deacons of our 
Diocese to coordinate a Holy Hour for Life on or around 
January 22, 2012, which is the vigil of the National Day  
of Penance and Prayer for offenses against life. Deacon 
Ludick will preside at a Holy Hour for Life here at SEAS 
this Sunday, January 22, 2012 from 11:30AM-12:30PM. 
All parishioners are invited to pray in silence before the 
Blessed Sacrament for an end of violations to the dignity  
of the human person and for a consistent life ethic for all 
stages of lifeñconception to natural death. The Holy Hour 
for Life will conclude with Benediction. 

THIS SUNDAY AT 11:30 AM 
HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE  

MUSIC NOTES 
   Do you sing or play an instrument? Are you 
interested in joining a choir? 
   Do you have a desire to learn more about the 
music ministry in general or specific programs 
here at SEAS? Now is the time to get involved!  
 

Call or email Amy today- 
526-4424 or music@seasholmen.org 

 

 

CALLING ALL CANTORS! 
Cantor Workshop and New Cantor Training Session 

 Sunday, January 29 from 11:30-12:30pm in the church. 
ALL CANTORS (old and new) must check-in with Amy and 
either attend or pick-up the information by the end of the 
month. 

WE CARE COLLECTION JANUARY 28/29 

òGodõs justice and peace cry out to bear fruit in human works of 
justice and peace, in all spheres of actual life.  The works inspired 
by the Gospel must always be sensitive toward those who are 
most in distress; those who are poor; those suffering physical , 
mental and moral ills that afflict humanity, including hunger, ne-
glect, unemployment and despair.ó     Pope John Paul II  - 1979 homily in NYC 
 

St Elizabeth's is  most grateful for the generosity of our parish-
ioners in their gifts of their treasure during the second collection 
at Mass every month that there is a 5th Sunday. It is this reve-
nue which permits us to assist those in need who come to us for 
assistance with their critical financial needs such as utilities, shel-
ter, clothing and other crucial issues.  We thank you for your 
generous response. The next collection will be held the week-
end of January 28/29, 2012. 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

              Wednesday, February 22, 2012 
  Masses with distribution of ashes at: 

 

       8:30 am       5:00 pm 
 6:30 pm 

 

A Day of Fast and Abstinence  

   May God bless all of you who were responsible in any way for 
bringing the Spirit of Christmas into the hearts and homes of our 
sisters and brothers who were in need of our assistance. 

    Christmas in Kentucky-we were able to ship 29 boxes of cloth-
ing, household items, toys, decorations and blankets to Sister Kath-
leen Weigand OSB at St. Vincent Mission in David Kentucky, lo-
cated in Floyd County. This is one of the poorest counties in the 
United States. Sister Kathleen sent a letter saying how apprecia-
tive they are of our prayers, generous donations and support 
given them for the past several years. Lois Tucker you did a fine 
job organizing this event.  Thanks to everyone who helped sort 
and pack these boxes. Our wonderful Knights of Columbus paid 
the FedEx shipping. 
   Many thanks to the Christmas Home Tour Group who spent many 
hours baking, decorating and packaging cookies for our parishion-
ers who are sick, elderly or homebound  and for the families who 
came for assistance these past few weeks.  
   Special thanks to Pat Stephens, the Rotary Lights chairperson. 
Each year on the Saturday before Christmas he assigns that food 
donation to SEAS. This is a tremendous help for our Food Pantry. 
Thanks also to all who helped sort that food on Sunday am. 
   Our òParish Christmas Caring and Sharingó outreach allowed 
some 120 families to come pick up clothing, household items, 
Christmas decorations, bedding and toys.  Monies that were do-
nated for this project made it possible to purchase gift certificates, 
gas cards and to provide assistance with utility bills.  The Food 
Pantry Committee prepared boxes of non-perishable food items 
donated by Rotary Lights, Holmen Lutheran Church, Aquinas High 
School, St. Patrickõs School, the Boy Scouts and other organizations. 
Our regional Salvation Army group supplied ham, eggs, milk, but-
ter, apples and oranges for each family.  These items were pur-
chased with some of the money raised by those individuals who 
volunteered to help with the Red Kettle Bell Ringing Project. Kathe-
rine Warzynski, Judy/Dick Jakes, Greg Jameson, Tom Bertram, 
Andréa Stupi, Patricia/Pat Jehring, John Stubler, Janet Bertelsen, 
Todd Knutson, Ann Hein, Eileen Walsh Doyle, Patty Stetzer, Ginny 
Frei, Anita Dahlby, Mike Bruha, Madelyn Grabowenski, Sister 
Jean, Amy Gleason, Mary Jacobson, Deacon Ludick, Fr. Parr, and 
Fr. Malin all assisted with hospitality and the distribution of food, 
clothing and gift certificates.  
   I am so very proud of all our parishioners who even in these 
tough economic times manifest care, concern, generosity, and love 
for Godõs needy children.  You will certainly be rewarded one 
hundred-fold.  Please continue to keep these people in need in 
your daily prayers.  Godõs best to you in 2012.  My love, grati-
tude and prayers always. Sister Bridget        

2011 CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
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