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%en Jesus was born in Bethlehem
of Judea, in the days of King Herod,
behold, magi from the east arrived
in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the
newborn king of the Jews? We saw
his star at its rising and have come
to do him homage.” - v« 2:1-2
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THE BANE AND THE BLESSED

| am not my father’s son when it comes to sharing his interest in boxing. Still
there is a boxer | do very much admire. In the ring and outside of it, Muham-
mad Ali is a champion. Those old enough to remember him in his prime know
that he was able to “float like a butterfly, sting like a bee.” We remember
his victory chant repeated time and again as he vanquished competitor after
competitor. “l am the greatest! | am the greatest!” As an impressionable kid,
| remember Ali’s response to someone who accused him of arrogance. “No
bragging,” Ali said, “just fact.”

The fact of this year now past gives us the prologue for the year to be. It
takes no crystal ball to realize that 2012 will be another year of wars, earth-
quakes and famine. Always there is famine. It is a dreary thought that most of
mankind’s scourges we have brought down on our own heads. The human
family trudges in the same circle, or so it seems. Every January 1 we pledge
to not renew old follies. Yet every December 31 the images of the year gone
by are frustratingly familiar.

That is not the whole story, of course. For every headline of greed, there are
dozens of unreported acts of generosity. All around us daily are people who
rise above cowardice and idleness. | think of Allie, a twenty-something year
old who joined the Peace Corps last spring and presently serves in Mongolia.
In a recent blog entry, Allie writes “l just hope | am helping others and making
God proud.” | think also of a person who was received into the Catholic Church
four years ago. She says, “My biggest problem is learning how to love God
and others more and more.” Having been at St. Elizabeth’s for about five
months, every day and in so many ways | am inspired and humbled by the
caring and sharing evident in the lives of so many. Every day | witness acts of
Gospel faith that shine forth without fanfare and often are offered in the quiet
that only God sees. The world is not saved by those who make headlines, but
by those who quietly and often anonymously seek to serve simply and to simply
serve.

| can’t speak for the world. But | can speak for our parish family. We are not
superstars or super saints. Perhaps we cannot change the fortune of the world
in 2012. But one thing is very certain-the new year will find us trying. And that
is not bragging. By God’s grace, that is fact.

May the Lord be with you always.

Father John Parr



FOR YOUR MARRIAGE

That makes a happy marriage? Many things, of course, but
one glue that helps a lot of couples is being able to laugh
when things go wrong. Is there a blunder that happened in
your past that you're now able to laugh about?

For daily marriage tips visit: www.ForYourMarriage.org

DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL
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Please pray for the success of the Diocesan Annual App@@ad. birth of Jesus. Christ comes for eve-

YOUNG AT HEART

St. Elizabeth’s has an active seniors group for

adults 55+ called Young at Heart. Our

"Thursday Gathering" meets the 2nd Thursday  (,ue 47 #eaeT
of the month (spring and fall) at 8:30 am for

Mass, a potluck and program/games/

featured speakers. Join us on Thursday,

January 12 at 8:30 am for Mass followed by a potluck
and pr dShawamd TkllEvery person, no doubt, has
something interesting that they can share. It can be some-
thing from long ago or something recent. It can be an item
that you made or a special gift you received. It can be any-
thing unique or about one of your hobbies. You could tell a
condensed version (one to three minutes) or some special
event in your life or about an interesting person that you
have met. Maybe you have a special picture to share. Be
creative.

Bishop Callahan has once
again asked the deacons of
our Diocese to coordinate a
Holy Hour for Life on or

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE
around January 22, 2012,
which is the vigil of the

"’
‘RESPECT

National Day of Penance

and Prayer for offenses against life. Deacon Ludick will
preside at a Holy Hour for Life here at SEAS on Sunday
January 22, 2012 from 11:30AM-12:30PM. All parishion-
ers are invited to pray in silence before the Blessed Sacra-
ment for an end of violations to the dignity of the human
person and for a consistent life ethic for all stages of life—
conception to natural death. The Holy Hour for Life will
conclude with Benediction.

Epiphany of the Lord

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

The prophet Isaiah returns one more time in this Christmas
season, now on the feast of the Epiphany. In the final chap-
ters of Isaiah (chapters 56-66), the prophet is proclaiming
God's word to the Israelites who have returned to Jerusa-
lem after the Exile in Babylon. What at first was a joyful
return, has turned inward. Those who have taken up posi-
tions of power after returning to Jerusalem have marginal-
ized even the Israelites who remained in the land during
the Babylonian Captivity, not to mention the people of
other nations whose defeat of Babylon actually facilitated
Israel's restoration. In response, Isaiah proclaims that God's
salvation is for all. Every nation will stream to Jerusalem to
worship the Lord.

Isaiah's message is reflected in Mat-
thew's Gospel as he tells the story of

5 (Sod's

* salvation

. 1S J"or
everyone

ryone! The followers of Christ in Mat-
thew's community are not only the Jews S
who became Christians, but also the
Gentiles who came to believe that Jesus was the Messiah.
In Matthew's Gospel this latter group is represented by the
Magi, who come from afar, while the Jewish Christians, who
believe in God's word, are represented by Joseph, the
faithful spouse of Mary.

While the Epiphany is a great and joyous feast, it con-
tains a cautionary message as well. God's salvation is for
everyone. That means that no one can be excluded from
the invitation to follow Christ. And once they choose to do
so, they become our brothers and sisters in the Lord. If that
is the case, when we demean, cast aside, or ignore others,
we open ourselves to the same condemnation with which
Isaiah castigated the powerful in Jerusalem in the sixth
century BC. If we add statues of the Magi to our Nativity
scene, it also means that we must add the stranger, the for-
eigner, the person not like us, to our life in Christ.

©2011 Liturgical Publications Inc with permission

NATIONAL VOCATION
AWARENESS WEEK—JAN 9-14,2012

essential. Few are called to priest-
Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest"

PRAYER IS A MOVING FORCE invo- VO CATION
hood or religious life, but all are

called to pray for vocations. Jesus

(Mt. 9:38). Take on prayer for vocations as your personal
effort to increase the number of priests, deacons, sisters,

cation development. Prayer is effec- f
tive; prayer is powerful; prayer is '

commanded us to pray for vocations ‘ A/, C
with his words, "Pray, therefore, the A ARENESS
brothers, and lay ministers.

(From Serra for priestly and religious vocqﬁons)
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RIGHT TO LIFE SIGNATURE AD

January 22 marks the 39th anniversary of the devastating
1973 Supreme Court decision (Roe v. Wade) which legal-
ized abortion in the U.S. The La Crosse Chapter of WI Right
to Life invites you to join with other pro-life members of our
community in making a public statement of our belief in the
sanctity of human life. They will be taking out a full-page
signature ad in the La Crosse Tribune on Sunday, January
22,2012. We will have sheets available after all three
Masses the weekend of January 14 & 15, so you can add
your name to the list of people in our community who value
human life at all stages. WI Right to Life is asking for a do-
nation of $2 per name or $5 per family to help off-set the
cost of the ad, but, even if you are unable to make a finan-
cial contribution, please add your name to speak up for the
unborn. Thank you.

KEEPING OUR PROMISE TO PROTECT

The Diocese of La Crosse is committed to creating a safe
environment within the Church for children and youth. We
continue to have a special care for and a commitment to
reaching out to the victims of sexual abuse and their
families.

To report current allegations of sexual abuse by a member
of the clergy or by lay employees or volunteers of the
Diocese of La Crosse contact:

Fr. David Kunz — Vicar for Clergy — 608-791-2689

Victims of sexual abuse, in addition to contacting civil au-
thorities, are asked to come forward in order to receive
pastoral assistance. Such assistance can be received form
several agencies including the Center for Human Develop-
ment. Dan Buss 608-678-1137, Victim Outreach Coordina-
tor will provide you with such assistance

www.dioceseeoflacrosse.com/safe-environment

Volunteer Recognition Reception
This Sunday at SEAS
1:00 pm until 3:00 pm

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

The parish of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton is established
to bring us together as a Catholic Faith community.
Our parish life centers on the Eucharist, during which
we celebrate the presence of the Risen Lord among
us. As a baptized faith community, we the people of
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish are open to the spirit of
Jesus who brings us new life.

We provide support for all members through liturgy,
worship, the sacraments, religious education, service
and social events. We reflect a familial love in our
ministry to one another. We are witnesses to the
Christ who has touched our lives. We are His Church
and proclaim his Gospel. We pursue justice and
peace. We are responsible to the community at large
of Holmen, the Diocese and the World.

Epiphany of the Lord

r."

The Church's celebration of Epiphany ("manifestation), the
"twelfth night of Christmas," apparently originated in Egypt
sometime during the third century, thus the Church's celebra-
tion of this feast predates even the celebration of Christmas
itself (which began to be celebrated in the fourth century).

Epiphany is traditionally celebrated in honor of Christ's birth,
of the adoration of the Magi, and of the baptism of the

Lord (also celebrated on the first Sunday following Epiph-
any), three manifestations of the Lord's divinity. Because the
Magi came from the Orient, many of the traditional foods
served on this day are spicy. Spice cake is often baked for
dessert, and entrees may include curry powder or other pun-
gent spices.

Several lovely family customs are associated with Epiphany.
It is on Epiphany that the Christmas créche is finally com-
pleted, as the figures of the three wise men at last arrive at
the crib. In many families, the wise men are moved a bit
closer to the crib every day from Christmas Day until Epiph-
any. Also, recalling the gifts to the Infant Jesus, many fami-
lies exchange small gifts.

A time-honored custom (especially in France) is the baking of
a cake with a bean or trinket hidden inside. The person
whose cake contains the bean is made king of the feast. Pro-
cessions of robed and crowned "wise men" to the manger
are fun for little ones, and provide them with an opportunity
to think of a good deed that they can offer as a gift to Je-
sus.

The blessing of the home (on the Solemnity of Epiphany,
January 6 or the Sunday nearest Jan. 6) is also a popular
custom. Using blessed chalk the father or mother marks their
entrance door (and other interior doorways, if they wish)
with the year and with the inscription CMB, which may stand
for Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar, the name of the three
wise men in legend. The inscription also stands for Christus
Mansionem Benedicat, which means "Christ, bless this home."
The popular form the inscription takes is 20+C+M+B+12. It
remains above the doorway until Pentecost.

House Blessing

Lord God of Heaven and Earth, who has revealed your only
begotten Son to every nation by the guidance of a star:
Bless this house and all who inhabit it. Fill them with the light
of Christ, that their love for others may truly reflect your
love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessed chalk is available
in a basket near the creche in the church

January 8, 2012




CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Sunday, January 8 The Epiphany of the Lord

HAPPENINGS IN OUR FAITH COMMUNITY

Today, we welcome,

8:00am Mas s A
Everett Carter Dow 9:15 am Little Lambs
son of Paul and Nicole Dow 10:15am Mass People of SEAS

q 1:00 pm  Volunteer Recognition Reception
an

Brody Raymond Peterson Monday, January 9 The Baptism of the Lord

son of Jared and Sara Peterson 8:30am  Mass Priest Intention
6:30 pm  Joint Meeting of Pastoral Council and Finance
to our faith community in the celebration of Baptism. Council

It is now our privilege to help these children grow in faith.
We have a great gift of faith to share. Tuesday, January 10 Weekday
7:00 am Mass Priest Intention
4:30 pm  Finance Council Meeting

WE CARE COLLECTION JANUARY 28/29 Wednesday, Janvary 11 Weekday

8:30 am Ma%sso Intentlons of Jeﬁs and

0Godods justice and peace t:ry bear Mrﬂ/lkent
of justice and peace, in all spheres of actual life. The works .30 pm  Religious Education Classes/Gr. 10 meets in
inspired by the Gospel must always be sensitive toward ihos% P J )

who are most in distress; those who are poor; those suffering avditorium

physical , mental and moral ills that afflict humanity, mchjdmgwrsdqy, January 12 Weekday

hunger, neglect, unempl oym@gotamarwphssdespﬁl r.o
Pope John Paul Il - 1979 homily in NYC ' 9.00 am Young at Heart

St Elizabeth's is most grateful for the generosity of our pa-

rishioners in their gifts of their treasure during the second Friday, January 13 St. Hilary
collection at Mass every month that there is a 5th Sunday. It Office Closes at Noon
is this revenue which permits us to assist those in need who 8:30 am Ma s s

come to us for assistance with their critical financial needs
such as utilities, shelter, clothing and other crucial issues. We
thank you for your generous response. The next collection
will be held the weekend of January 28/29, 2012.

6:30 pm  KC’s Free Throw Contest at HMS

Saturday, January 14 Weekday
2:30 pm  First Penance Parent Child Retreat
4:00 pm Confessions
Vigil: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

PRO-LIFE 5:00 pm Mass A Richard Thaldorf
SPIRITUAL ADOPTION BIRTHDAY PARTY Sunday January 15 Second Sunday in
Almost nine months ago, many Ordinary Time
people from St. Elizabeth's spiritu- 7_’00 am  Youth Pancake Breakfast .
ally "adopted" a baby in danger of P g:00am Mass _ 40th Wedd.m.g .
abortion. We gave our babies Anniversary of Patrick and Patricia Jehring
names and have been praying for 10:15am Mass People of SEAS

6:30 pm  Confirmation Mentor Session IV

them and their parents throughout
7:00 pm  Knights of Columbus Meeting

the nine months of pregnancy. Now it's time to cele-
bratell In conjunction with the Faith, Family and Fellowship
group, we will be throwing a "Birthday Party" for our spiri-
tually adopted babies. Everyone is invited.

On Saturday, February 11th, following 5:00 Mass, we
will meet in the gathering space for a "Birthday Party."
Bring a dish for the potluck and a gift for the babies and
stay for some Faith, Family, Fellowship, FOOD and
FUN. Any gift you would bring for a newborn through tod-
dler age would be great. All gifts will be donated to Birth-
right of La Crosse to help mothers in need.

If you have any questions, contact Jennifer Fisk at
783-0246 or pfisk@centurytel.net .

JOINT MEETING OF PASTORAL & FINANCE COUNCILS

Joint Pastoral Council & Finance Council Meeting
Monday, January 9, 2012
6:30 pm

FINANCE COUNCIL MEETING

Finance Council Meeting
Tuesday, January 10, 2012
4:30 pm

Epiphany of the Lord 4 January 8, 2012


mailto:pfisk@centurytel.net

PARISH INFORMATION
Parish Rectory & Office

Phone 526-4424
Fax Number 526-3177
Email:  office@seasholmen.org
Website www.seasholmen.org
Staff
Pastorfather John Parr 526-4424
pastor@seasholmen.org
Pastor Emeritifeither Delbert J. Malin ...ccceceeceecnecnnecnne 526-4908
dim133@charter.net
DeaconDeacon Matthew Ludick 526-4424
deacon@seasholmen.org
Pastoral Associagaster Bridget Donaldson, O.S.B. ....uveeeeeeeeesssssnsssnnns 526-4849
sbridget@seasholmen.org
D.R.E. (3 yeags. 5),Rebecca Schumacher ......ccooeeveeunecn. 526-4424
reled@seasholmen.org
Youth Minister/D.R.E. (gL}, Patrick Brueggen....c.ccceeeunee 526-4424
youth@seasholmen.org
Director of Musigmy Gleason 526-4424
music@seasholmen.org
SecretaryMary Jacobson 526-4424
office@seasholmen.org
Sister Jean 526-4908

siean@seasholmen.org

Parish Council Members

Len Ber anek3a623.Les 5Qiges| er9625...
Tom Bertr amiela..Sheslglgy Li nskey .
Franci s Br o2mas.Betty Schulrzg.3..... 83218

Shelly Copel4wmnAindrzema St up-4694.....

Larry Warzynski.... ... 5 2-6474

Finance Council Members

Mar i e Du mme4noz...PatStephegs........... 5 2430
Jani ce Dv o r-2957elrry Wazyngki...... -6174 6
Bob Hei der s53doei t 783

Mass Schedule

Weekend: Sat. 5:00 pm and Sun. 8:00 & 10:15 am

Weekday: Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am except Tues. 7:00 am
Sacraments

Reconciliation: Saturday 4:00 pm or by appointment.

Baptism: Baptism involves membership in the church. Parents are
to attend four sessions early in the pregnancy.

Marriage: Our church is trying to create successful marriages. This
takes some time. Arrangements for a wedding date are to be
made at least six months before the anticipated date.
Anointing of the Sick: Communal celebrations in fall and spring.
Individual celebrations upon request. Please call the office when
family members are hospitalized.

Confirmation: Two year preparation program in grades 9 and 10.
Pastoral Visitation

Anyone who desires a personal home visit is invited to call the
parish office.

Catechumenate

Anyone wishing to become a full member of the Church is invited
to visit the parish office.

New Parishioners

Welcome to St. Elizabeth’s

Please call the parish office - 608-526-4424

Epiphany of the Lord

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Steve Adams Henry Frodl Joe Nagel
Kristy Albitz Sherry Gillies Roberta Nelson
Marco and Mateo Berns Matt Grooms Judith Niedfeldt
Donna Blink Bill Gudim Norm Payne
Judy Bockenhauer Mrs. Hedican Maxine Peplinski

Aiden Pierce

Rita Rochester

Tom Ryan

Connie Sande

Celia Scholze

Donna Schroeder
Jolynne Schultz
Ralph Steele

Vicky Stevenson
Phyllis Trussoni
Gerald & Phyllis Walcker
Algie Wolters Family
Marcus Zeller (military)

Eloise Jacobson
Linda Severson Kerr
Don Krajewski
Carolie Kuehn

Terry LaFleur
Sharon Larsen
Dominic Lenz (military)
David McCarthy
Elizabeth Melde
Agnes Mikesh

Russ & Ann Miler Family
Amelia Moberg
Annette Modjeski

William Bottger
Poochendu Chakarai
Sandy Chapman

Sarah Ann Churchill

Jane Clark

Ruth Clarkin

Nate and Barbara Collins
Matthew Dickinson (military)
Fr. Tom Donaldson
Wayne and Marci Faber
Thomasine and Jim
Freyermuth

Roberta Frick

Please remember , the sick, hospitalized, military members, homebound
and anyone needing of our prayers.
May they experience the healing power of God.

WHEN REQUESTING THAT AN INDIVIDUAL BE ADDED TO OUR PRAYER LIST,
YOU MUST HAVE THE CONSENT OF THE INDIVIUDAL OR THEIR FAMILY FOR
THEIR NAME TO BE PUBLICIZED.

ALSO, PLEASE REMEMBER TO INFORM US WHEN SOMEONE SHOULD BE TAKEN OFF THE LIST

STEWARDSHIP

Your Gift of Treasure
Week 12-25—through 1-11-2012

Adult $13,747.25
Youth $13.10
Plate $1404.56
Religious Retirement $525.00
Christmas .$9,859.00
Solemnity of Mary $948.00
Immaculate Conception $5.00
Christmas Flowers $105.00
Memorials and Bequests $3,788.50
Total $28,990.26

KcC’S FREE THROW CONTEST

Basketball, Basketball, Basketball ... It is that time of the
year to bring your kids to the annual KC Free Throw Con-
test. In order for this event to be a success we need to find
many sharp shooters. Unfortunately, there is an age limi-
tation, so only boy’s and girl's ages of 10-14 can partici-
pate. Also, to make this event a success again, | will need
some help judging and scoring the sharp shooters. Please
contact Brian Clements at 526-2198 if you are either in-
terested in shooting or volunteering. Please note the infor-
mation below:

Date/Time: Friday, January 13, 2011
Registration/Warm-up:  6:00 — 6:30 pm

Contest Starts: 6:30 pm

Location: Holmen Middle School Gym A
Cost: FREE

Contact: Brian Clements 608-526-2198
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