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THE BANE AND THE BLESSED 

I always found the remains on the dining room table.  There would 
be the paper hats and the party favors strewn like the spoils of 
war.  As a child, I always wondered about the festivities of the  
previous evening.  What is it adults do on New Yearõs Eve? Why 
are the out so late? My father seldom drank, but I knew if he had 
worn that hat and blown that horn then he must have had more 
than his one ò7 and 7.ó  And if I was up earlier in the morning than 
my mother, I knew more went on than just being out late. 
 
The ghost of New Yearõs past remains with me still.  I have a  
weakness for a good Chardonnay, alone or with others.  But on 
New Yearõs Eve, I abstain even from that.  Part of the reason, I  
suspect, is my fear that some year I might overdo it and end up 
wearing one of those hats and twirling one of the noisemakers. 
Part of it too is that I want to be stone cold sober going to bed, 
knowing I have a pulpit to tend to in the morning.  But mostly it is 
because I believe that my abstinence, which is easy to come by for 
me, might make abstinence easier for someone else who finds it to 
be so very difficult. 
 
In one fashion or another alcohol abuse has left its tragic mark on  
us all.  Innocent lives snuffed out, or beautiful lives that slip away. 
It is a problem too much with us.  I believe consumerism to be the 
primary drug of choice for our culture but alcohol is a close second. 
 
And so I refrain on New Yearõs Eve hoping that my ònoó which is 
said without much of a struggle may provide strength for another 
whose struggle is so much greater.  And I pray that personõs easy 
refusal to another temptation, at another time and instance, will  
be my strength when my refusal is so much harder to come by. 
 
May the Lord be with you always. 
 
Father John Parr 
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FOR YOUR MARRIAGE  

BLESSED VIRGIN MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD 

    January 1 is the oldest celebration of Mary in the Catholic 
Church. The custom of honoring the Virgin on the first day of the 
New Year originates in the sixth century, when her celebration was 
tied to the octave day of Christmas, the eighth day after Decem-
ber 25. In doing so, ancient preachers would remind their congre-
gations about the role that Mary played in the history of salva-
tion. Jesus was born of a woman, and so, as Eucharistic Prayer 4 
states, "Made incarnate by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary, he shared our human nature in all things but sin." The human 
nature of Christ is rooted in his being born like us. As we round out 
the Christmas celebration with its Octave Day on January 1, we 
venerate the woman who gave birth to him. 
 There is a dual action in today's Gospel that is sometimes over-
looked. The shepherds find the infant in the manger as has been 
told to them by the angel. And then they go out to tell others 
about the child. In the meantime, Mary reflects on all these things 
in her heart. These are the two complementary stances of the 
Christian: action and reflection. Both are needed for a balanced 
spiritual life. It is, in effect, putting into practice the two great com-
mandments: love God and love your neighbor. 
 As we begin the New Year, it is customary to make resolutions: 
to diet, to exercise, to change something in one's life. Like Mary, 
who reflected on the events surrounding the birth of her child, we 
take some time to reflect on our own lives: where we have been, 
and where we are going. The Gospel gives us the opportunity to 
situate that reflection in a spiritual context. What does the birth of 
Jesus mean for me spiritually (reflection), and what do I intend to 
do about that in my daily life (action)?                               
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   Almost nine months ago, many people from St. Elizabeth's    
spiritually "adopted" a baby in danger of abortion. 
We gave our babies names and have been praying for 
them and their parents throughout the nine months of preg-
nancy.  Now it's time to celebrate!!  In conjunction with the 
Faith, Family and Fellowship group, we will be throwing a 
"Birthday Party" for our spiritually adopted babies.  Every-
one is invited. 
   On Saturday, February 11th, following 5:00 Mass, we will 
meet in the gathering space for a "Birthday Party." Bring a 
dish for the potluck and a gift for the babies and stay for 
some Faith, Family, Fellowship, FOOD and FUN.  Any gift 
you would bring for a newborn through toddler age would 
be great.  All gifts will be donated to Birthright of La Crosse 
to help mothers in need.  
    If you have any questions, contact Jennifer Fisk at  
783-0246 or pfisk@centurytel.net . 

DIOCESAN ANNUAL APPEAL 

2011-12 Summary Information  
 

 Total Pledged:  $35,025 
 Target:   $62,582 
 Under Target:            ($27,557) 
 
 

Please pray for the success of the Diocesan Annual Appeal. 

òThen the angel said to her, ôDo not be afraid, Mary.õó 
Sometimes it can be frightening to embark upon a big 
change in life ð a birth, a death, changing a job, retire-
mentéCall to mind a fear from the past or a current one. 
Trust that sharing it with your beloved will be safe. 

For daily marriage tips visit: ww.ForYourMarriage.org 

St. Elizabethõs has an active seniors group for adults 
55+ called Young at Heart. Our "Thursday Gather-
ing" meets the 2nd Thursday of the month (spring 
and fall) at 8:30 am for Mass, a potluck and  pro-
gram/games/featured speakers.  Join us on Thurs-
day, January 12 at 8:30 am for Mass followed by a potluck 

and program, òShow and Telló. Every person, no doubt, has 

something interesting that they can share. It can be something 
from long ago or something recent. It can be an item that you 
made or a special gift you received. It can be anything unique 
or about one of your hobbies. You could tell a condensed ver-
sion (one to three minutes) or some special event in your life or 
about an interesting person that you have met. Maybe you 
have a special picture to share. Be creative.  

YOUNG AT HEART 

PRO-LIFE  
SPIRITUAL ADOPTION BIRTHDAY PARTY 

HOLY HOUR FOR LIFE  
Bishop Callahan has once again asked the deacons of our Diocese 
to coordinate a Holy Hour for Life on or around January 22, 
2012, which is the vigil of the National Day of Penance and 
Prayer for offenses against life. Deacon Ludick will preside at a 
Holy Hour for Life here at SEAS on Sunday January 22, 2012 
from 11:30AM-12:30PM. All parishioners are invited to pray in 
silence before the Blessed Sacrament for an end of violations to 
the dignity of the human person and for a consistent life ethic for  
all stages of lifeñconception to natural death. The Holy Hour for 
Life will conclude with Benediction. 

WITH HEARTFELT THANKS 

    Thank you! Our heartfelt thanks to the many parishioners who 
contributed greatly to making our Christmas liturgies prayerful 
and joyful. Our gratitude to Betty Schultz and all who worked 
with her to make our church so beautiful for this holy season. To 
all the liturgical ministers who served so faithfully and well not 
only at Christmas but all year long. Special thanks to Amy Glea-
son and our musicians and choirs. Our parish family is truly 
blessed with so much talent and the generosity of heart in using 
the gifts for God's glory and praise.  
    Our word of thanks also to the many people who contributed 
money and time to assist Christ the poor one who came to our 
doors in recent days. The great needs of many are helped by 
the great compassion of their brothers and sisters here at St. 
Elizabeth.  
    We thank God for all of you! 

mailto:pfisk@centurytel.net


THANK YOU CHURCH DECORATORS 

FAITH FORMATION 
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VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION 

A hallmark of a Christian is òGratitudeó.  
Our parish is very grateful to all of you for bringing your gifts and talents to our parish. 

 

On Sunday, January 8, 2012 at 1:00 pm until 3:00 pm  
there will be a òGRATITUDE GATHERINGó for all parishioners who volunteer in any capacity of parish life.  

 

 
 

Please make every effort to come to this event.  Your participation in parish life adds so much to our spirit.  This gathering is a 
way for our parish to express our gratitude to you and your family. We will share conversation and light refreshments as we 
continue to build Godõs Kingdom. Godõs Blessings to each of you! 
 

PLEASE RSVP by Wednesday, January 4, 2012. 
as this will assist with the food preparation.  

Via email: office@seasholmen.org or call the parish office:  608.526.4424 or cut off and drop in collection basket. 
 

           Ŷ  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  Ÿ 

   
  Name:   __________________________________________ 
  Number Attending:  __________________ 

Thank You! 
 

We would like to extend a huge thank you to the many people  
who helped make the Christmas Extravaganza a wonderful experience. 

 

¶ All of the talented performers who worked so hard to share their talents with us. 

¶ The parents who helped the performers prepare and transported them to the rehearsals. 

¶ The parent volunteers ï Jennifer Fisk, Heide Harron, Cheryl Helmreich, and Peggy Maricle  

ï who helped all of our actors/actresses stay on task. 

¶ The fabulous kitchen crew ï Denise and Mary Kate Ludick (and friends),  

and Tom Harron ï who provided an awesome reception and smooth clean up. 

¶ All of the excellent bakers who donated an amazing selection of cookies and bars. 

¶ Our fabulous audience!!!!!! 
 
 

Religious Education Important Dates!!! 
   Wednesday, January 4  6:30pm  Catechist Meeting for ALL catechists 
         NO RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
   Wednesday, January 11 6:30pm  Religious Education classes resume 

   Thank you to co-chairs Pam Clark 
and Betty Schultz and their awe-
some group of helpers,  Nancy 
Neitzel, Joe Neitzel, Tom Gregor, 
Eric Gregor, Nick McHugh, Adam 
McHugh, Brielle McHugh, Leah 
Stussy, Charlene Winchell and 
Ginny Frie for donating their time and creativity to make 
our church beautiful for everyone to enjoy this blessed 
Christmas season.  We are truly grateful.! 

   The  jointly sponsored  2011 St. 
Elizabeth Ann Seton and Holmen 
Lutheran Church Christmas Home 
Tour  and Cookie Walk was a 
rousing success! 
   Thank you to all our host homes, 
sponsors, bakers, guests, and  
volunteers!  With your help we were able to raise over 
$2800 for the SEAS òWe Careó and Homebound Ministry 
and the HLC Sugar Creek Bible Camp Scholarships . Your 
participation is genuinely appreciated! 

CHRISTMAS HOME TOUR THANK YOU  



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
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Sunday January 1                 Solemnity of Mary, 
                        The Holy Mother of God   
    8:00 am   Mass                  À           Brent Loken 
  10:15 am   Mass                               People of SEAS 
 

Monday,   January 2             St. Basil the Great 
         and Gregory Nazianzen 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED TODAY  
 8:30 am     Mass                                  Priest Intention    
 5:30 pm     Marian Catechist Advanced Fourth Year 
 6:30 pm     Marian Catechist Basic Second Year 
 6:30 pm     Marian Catechist Advanced Third Year       
 

Tuesday,  January 3            The Most Holy Name 
        of Jesus 
  7:00 am Mass                       Priest Intention 
 5:30 pm     Marian Catechist Advanced Second Year 
 6:30 pm     RCIA  
 6:30 pm     Marian Cathechist Advanced First Year 
 6:30 pm     Marian Catechist Basic First Year  
     

Wednesday,  January 4      St. Elizabeth Ann  
       Seton 
   8:30 am      Mass                                Priest Intention 
     No Religious Education classes tonight 
  6:30 pm      ALL Catechists Meeting 
          

 Thursday,  January 5        St. John Neumann 
 8:30 am   Mass         À              Priest Intention 
                  

 Friday, January 6             St. Andre Bessette 
   8:30 am     Mass                                  Priest Intention 
 
 

Saturday, January 7          St. Raymond of  
      Penyafort 
    4:00 pm    Confessions   

                           Vigil:  The Epiphany of the Lord 
    5:00 pm   Mass         À              Willard Tanke     
 

Sunday,  January 8       The Epiphany of the Lord 
   8:00 am   Mass                À               Helen Blechar 
   9:15 am    Little Lambs 
  10:15 am   Mass                                 People of SEAS 
   1:00 pm     Volunteer Recognition Reception 

WE CARE COLLECTION JANUARY 28/29 

St Elizabeth's is  most grateful for the generosity of our  
parishioners in their gifts of their treasure during the second 
collection at Mass every month that there is a 5th Sunday. It 
is this revenue which permits us to assist those in need who 
come to us for assistance with their critical financial needs 
such as utilities, shelter, clothing and other crucial issues.  We 
thank you for your generous response. The next collection 
will be held the weekend of January 28/29, 2012. 

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING  

Pastoral Council Meeting 
Monday, January 9, 2012 at 6:30 pm  

The Church's celebration of Epiphany ("manifestation), the 
"twelfth night of Christmas," apparently originated in Egypt 
sometime during the third century, thus the Church's celebra-
tion of this feast predates even the celebration of Christmas 
itself (which began to be celebrated in the fourth century).  
 

Epiphany is traditionally celebrated in honor of Christ's birth, 
of the adoration of the Magi, and of the baptism of the 
Lord (also celebrated on the first Sunday following Epiph-
any), three manifestations of the Lord's divinity. Because the 
Magi came from the Orient, many of the traditional foods 
served on this day are spicy. Spice cake is often baked for 
dessert, and entrees may include curry powder or other pun-
gent spices.  
 

Several lovely family customs are associated with Epiphany. 
It is on Epiphany that the Christmas crèche is finally com-
pleted, as the figures of the three wise men at last arrive at 
the crib. In many families, the wise men are moved a bit 
closer to the crib every day from Christmas Day until Epiph-
any. Also, recalling the gifts to the Infant Jesus, many  
families exchange small gifts.  
 

A time-honored custom (especially in France) is the baking of 
a cake with a bean or trinket hidden inside. The person 
whose cake contains the bean is made king of the feast.  
Processions of robed and crowned "wise men" to the manger 
are fun for little ones, and provide them with an opportunity 
to think of a good deed that they can offer as a gift to  
Jesus.  
 

The blessing of the home (on the Solemnity of Epiphany, 
January 6 or the Sunday nearest Jan. 6) (2012-January 8th) 
is also a popular custom. Using blessed chalk the father or 
mother marks their entrance door (and other interior door-
ways, if they wish) with the year and with the inscription 
CMB, which may stand for Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar, 
the name of the three wise men in legend. The inscription 
also stands for Christus Mansionem Benedicat, which means 
"Christ, bless this home." The popular form the inscription 
takes is 20+C+M+B+12. It remains above the doorway 
until Pentecost.  

House Blessing  
Lord God of Heaven and Earth, who has revealed 
your only-begotten Son to every nation by the guid-
ance of a star: Bless this house and all who inhabit 
it. Fill them with the light of Christ, that their love for 
others may truly reflect your love. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

Blessed chalk will be available next weekend 

in a basket near the crèche in the church.  

BLESS THIS HOME  


